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1. Background/Why I wrote this collection 

● Background in education and 
creative writing.

● Lifelong love of reading.
● Encourage a mutual love of these 

two skills which are separable but 
connected.  

● Variety and Adaptability: 
Reading/Writing topics with easy 
transitions into discussion and 
projects



2. Methodology:
How Reading 
Improves our Mind 

1. Empathy: Imagining creates 
understanding

2. Disengagement: Reading is 
most effective for stress

3. Sleep: Regular readers sleep 
better

4. Improved relationships: Books 
are a ‘reality simulator’

5. Inclusivity: Stories open your 
mind

6. Vocabulary: Fiction readers 
build more language

7. Creativity: Fictions allows for 
uncertainty (where creativity 
thrives!)

8. Pleasure: Reading makes you 
happier

                                             (Seiter, 2015)



2. Methodology
● How Can Schools Produce 

Better Readers? 
○ Write Twice As Much 

With 1/2 The Rules!
○ “Habitual reading and 

writing have a positive 
relationship with creative 
thinking, especially the 
ability of elaboration” 
(Wang, 2012). “We tend to think about writing as a 

solitary activity. But it’s not really,” 
Graham said. “We’re always writing for 
an audience. A lot of the writing we do 
outside of school involves interaction with 
others. Think about social networks now: 
We post something online, somebody 
responds, we respond back. There’s a lot 
of interactive writing going on.” (Pierce, 
2018).  



Stories Without End

● A collection of 24 open-ended stories on some 
creative and unexpected topics, each followed by 
a number of discussion activities and creative 
projects.

○ Engaging and “outside the box”. 
○ The stories in this book will challenge the 

students’ assumptions about gender roles, 
relationships, the meaning of success, and 
even reality itself. Students will be driven to 
engage with the stories, whether they agree 
or disagree with some of the views in them.

○ Reading truly is a two-way street. That is 
why this collection is focused on also 
involving students with the creative process.

○ Open-ended and unfinished stories
○ The activities and projects that follow each 

story are focused on getting students 
connecting to the stories through writing. 



Audience

● ESL and literacy learners of all 
ages

● Intermediate to Advanced

● Adaptable to other types of 
learners as well!

● “Something for Everyone” 
approach!

● Topics varied for interaction 
and discussion in many types 
of environments!



4. How to use the Collection 



Step 1

● 1. Before you Read
○ Pre-Reading 

Questions

● Target Vocabulary 

Step 2

● 2. Reading 
○ Individually
○ Groups (reading 

groups
○ Full Class 
○ HW

Step 3 

● 3. After You Read 
○ Discussion 

questions 

Step 4

4. Individual Projects
○ Create new endings
○ Interviews 

○ Other writing tasks 

Step 5

5. Supplements 
○ 6 Categories



● 1. Before you read: Have Ss discuss in pairs/groups. 
○ Also can use questions as interview homework. 

● 2. Vocab: Have Ss work in groups/HW. 
○ Can use for student quizzes as well 
○ Students should maintain a vocab journal as 

well (see Supplements 6.1)

● 3. Reading: Give Ss the opportunity to read the stories 
both individually and collectively.

○ Give Ss time to read stories in class individually.
○ Read together as a full class or in reading 

groups. 
○ Assign as HW. 

● 4. After you read: 
○ Discuss questions together as a class, in pairs or 

groups, or have Ss interview someone as HW. 

● 5. Regular Projects: 

○ Finish the story! This is the main focus of 
the projects! 

○ You can do the first story together in class 
and have Ss complete it in groups. 

○ Ss should also complete stories as HW. 

○ Give Ss the option to choose projects on 
their own story. 

● 6. Supplements Projects: 6 Additional Types of 
Projects/Activities 

○ Summaries

○ Illustrations

○ Writing

○ Media

○ Interviews

○ Language Expansion 



Workshop! 

1. Pre-reading

● Before you read 
○ Discuss 

question with 
partner/group.

● Vocab Matching 
○ (Answers in 

back of book)



2. Reading 

● Individually
● Full ClassReading 

Groups
● Homework



3. After You Read

● Discussion Questions 
○ Discuss question 

with partner/group.
● Projects

○ Continue the 
story! 
■ Individual
■ Group

○ Interviews 



4. After You Read 
Projects: 
● Unique projects for 

each story.
○ Interviews
○ Art Projects
○ Journaling 
○ Reflections
○ Essays
○ etc...



Supplements Overview 

● 6 Categories of Supplements
○ Summaries
○ Illustrations
○ Writing
○ Media
○ Interviews
○ Language Expansion 

● Downloadable free and 
complete from 
http://www.alphabetpublishingbo
oks.com/wp-content/uploads/Sup
plements-Collected.pdf

http://www.alphabetpublishingbooks.com/wp-content/uploads/Supplements-Collected.pdf
http://www.alphabetpublishingbooks.com/wp-content/uploads/Supplements-Collected.pdf
http://www.alphabetpublishingbooks.com/wp-content/uploads/Supplements-Collected.pdf


Additional Supplements Examples 



Additional Resources 

Teacher’s Guide, 2 Sample Stories 
(including Choose A Path)  and 
additional supplements available 
at:

http://www.alphabetpublishingboo
ks.com/book/stories-without-end/

http://www.alphabetpublishingbooks.com/book/stories-without-end/
http://www.alphabetpublishingbooks.com/book/stories-without-end/


Reviews and 
Feedback

https://eltplanning.com/2018/10
/14/book-review-stories-without-
end/

https://eltplanning.files.wordpres
s.com/2018/10/stories2.png

https://www.netgalley.com/book
/139397/reviews

Praise for Stories Without End

"All the English textbooks I've ever used had boring, but this is so unique." —Yurie S., 
ESL student

"Well-thought-out approach to using fiction in an ESOL environment"—Andrew L., 
Professor MATESOL, Concordia University

"This book is a wonderful jumping point for creative writing in the classroom. You 
could use this book for any age/grade and adapt the expectation of a creative 
response to suit" —Carmen M., Educator

"Every classroom should own a copy of this book. Heck, All of us who journal or write 
for ourselves should won this book! I love the idea of story prompts." —Catherine H., 
Writer

I loved the stories and ideas in this book, definitely will be found in our library for me 
or other teachers to use as a resource. I hope more editions like this come out for 
next year. —Diane K., School Librarian

https://eltplanning.com/2018/10/14/book-review-stories-without-end/
https://eltplanning.com/2018/10/14/book-review-stories-without-end/
https://eltplanning.com/2018/10/14/book-review-stories-without-end/
https://eltplanning.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/stories2.png
https://eltplanning.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/stories2.png
https://www.netgalley.com/book/139397/reviews
https://www.netgalley.com/book/139397/reviews


Reviews and 
Feedback

https://eltplanning.com/2018/10
/14/book-review-stories-without-
end/

https://eltplanning.files.wordpres
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Things I like about the stories
“I like the fact that most texts in this book don’t seem to be graded. I 
spend a lot of my time as a materials writer grading texts, and at times this 
takes away the richness, perhaps authenticity too. I see why the writer has 
opted to provide pre-teaching tasks as the language can be challenging at 
times (milquetoast was a new word for me!). Sure, there can be benefits to 
simplifying a text, but it’s nice to be presented with a resource that 
provides texts as intended.”

“The text topics overall are interesting and useful. In my context, I’d say 
about half of them would ‘work’ – by that I mean engage my students, 
prompt discussion and have relevance. This book has arrived just at the 
right time for me, with our school promoting a ‘Reading Challenge’ this term. I 
know some of my students shy away from this initiative each year – the aim is 
to read 1-4 books across term. That’s ambitious for my students, and these 
short-stories will be more accessible.”

I” particularly like the stories that address technology and some of the 
issues with it – people too distracted by their phones to notice the world 
around them, robots taking over from teachers, etc. I can see these really 
engaging my learners, as will the more standard texts in the book – like a 
ghost story, a fairy tale, etc. Overall, there’s a good range of texts in there 
for sure.”

Views on the book as a whole
“I think a lot of the stories will engage my learners. The accompanying 
activities are generally a good starting point for planning. I like the fact that 
the writer hasn’t gone too overboard here, just providing a skeleton of ideas 
that’s there to be adapted.” (“Book review: Stories Without End”, 2018).

https://eltplanning.com/2018/10/14/book-review-stories-without-end/
https://eltplanning.com/2018/10/14/book-review-stories-without-end/
https://eltplanning.com/2018/10/14/book-review-stories-without-end/
https://eltplanning.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/stories2.png
https://eltplanning.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/stories2.png
https://www.netgalley.com/book/139397/reviews
https://www.netgalley.com/book/139397/reviews


More Information

Stories Without End Available at: 

Alphabet Publishing 

Amazon.com 

Barnes & Noble

TESOL: Visit the 
ALPHABET PUBLISHING  
Exhibitor Booth 909

Follow for More Upcoming Projects:

Alphabet Publishing: Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/alphabet.publishin
g/

Taylor Sapp

Twitter: @TaylorSapp6 

Instagram: Takoyaki524

https://www.instagram.com/alphabet.publishing/
https://www.instagram.com/alphabet.publishing/
https://www.instagram.com/takoyaki524/


After You Read 

Additional Bonus Questions 

1. What kinds of texts appeal to your 
students the most?

2. What kinds of texts appeal to your 
students the least?

3. What kinds of complaints do your 
students make about reading or writing? 
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