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1. Background/Why I wrote this collection 
● 15+ Years Educator of teenage/adult 

International students. 

● Background in education and creative 

writing.

● A huge lover of debate and 

considering all the sides of an issue. A 

true Gemini in every sense of the 

word! 

● Variety and Adaptability: Discussion 

topics with easy transitions into 

discussion and projects

(Cited in St. John’s-Ravenscourt | January 11, 2016)

https://www.studyinternational.com/news/author/st-johns-ravenscourt/


2. Methodology:
How Discussion Improves 
Critical Thinking 

According to Samantha Agoos 
(Ted-Ex)

1. Formulate your question. 
2. Gather your information.. 
3. Apply the information — 
4. Consider the implications.
5. Explore other points of 

view.

                         (Cited in LaBracio, 2016)

In other words, discussing questions with multiple 

points of view is an important key to critical thinking!

https://www.thebalancecareers.com/critical-thinking-definition-with-examples-2063745


What Would You Do? 
● This book is a collection of 81 hypothetical situations for 

students to discuss. Each topic has been designed to be quick to 

get started with so that no outside resources are required 

(although the activities can be extended with research later). 

The goal is to prompt healthy discussion both inside and outside 

the classroom. 

● Finding ways to get students talking (in particular ESL students 

from diverse countries, with different levels of conversational 

competence) requires a lot of different techniques. While I’ve 

found that conversation prompts can be effective, some students 

need more guidance than others. That’s why this collection has 

been designed to help guide the students through the discussion 

process, while still being open-ended enough to allow 

considerable expansion, if desired! 

●



Audience
● ESL and English speakers of all ages

● Beginners to Advanced (3 levels of 

complexity)

● Adaptable to other types of learners as well!

● “Something for Everyone” approach!

● Topics varied for interaction and discussion 

in many types of environments!

● Good as warmers or as full-class lessons!



4. How to use the Collection 



Easy to Follow Layouts



Step 1

● 1. The Situation

Step 2

● 2. What Would 
You Do?

○ Multiple choices
○ Blanks for Ss to 

make new choices

Step 3 

● 3. Variables 

○ Promotes 

additional critical 

thinking and 

debate

Step 4

4. Expansion Activities 
○ Writing

○ Interviews 

○ Other communicative tasks 

Step 5

5. Supplements 
○ 12 Categories



1. The Situation: A brief description of the hypothetical 

situation. Some are simpler and more general, while 

some refer to more specific, even actual historical, 

events, especially at the higher complexity level. 

2. The Dilemma: A one-sentence summary of the issues 

presented in the situation and the choice students must 

make.

3. What Would You Do? A list of potential answers to 

the dilemma. These are provided to give students some 

ideas. However, a blank answer is provided at the end 

of the list to account for the fact that it would be 

impossible to list all of the potential choices! This is 

also a good way to foster expansion of the topic.

●

4. Variables: A list of factors that might change the students’ 

answers to the dilemma. I found it particularly important to add 

this section, as many of the dilemmas are open to deeper 

discussion when changing certain aspects of the situation such as 

the setting and context, or the age, or gender of the actors. There 

are also some fantastical variables to appeal to students’ creativity 

and imagination, such as the difference between being bitten by a 

zombie or a vampire!

5. Expansion Activities for Discussion and Writing:  This 

section is primarily designed for taking the situations beyond the 

warmer stage, and make for great homework assignments. 

Questions here could be answered in writing as essays or journals, 

given as interviews, or conducted as debates. While certainly 

usable in the classroom, the goal of this section was, as the title 

states, to give options to educators looking to spend more time 

with any of the situations. 



Workshop! 

The Situation 
○ Read situation as a class, or 

groups, or as HW. 
○ Pictures to relate to each 

topic. 

The Dilemma 
○ Stated simply in one 

sentence.
○ Can be used as a prompt by 

itself (also see supplement 
cards)



● Multiple choice answers to situation. 
○ Discuss question with partner/group.

● Blanks for Ss to create their own answers!

1. What Would You Do? 



● Additional choices to 
encourage additional 
discussion and critical 
thinking. 

● Examine the situations 
from multiple 
perspectives!

More choices - 
more thinking!

2. Variables 



● Additional discussion 
questions related to 
the topic. 

● Writing prompts and 
other activity options. 

Open-Ended 
opportunities!

3. Expansion Activities 
for Discussion and 
Writing 



Supplements 
Overview 

Additional Information at: 
https://www.alphabetpublishingbooks.com/boo
k/wwyd/

https://www.alphabetpublishingbooks.com/book/wwyd/
https://www.alphabetpublishingbooks.com/book/wwyd/


Supplements Examples 



Reviews and 
Feedback

“I loved how both the stories and the accompanying questions are designed 
to appeal to real life and imaginary experiences” —Catherine Noble, MA 
TESOL

“I know the most difficult but important thing is to keep thinking and say 
it, so if people use this book to study, they can get the power of imagination 
and expressing their thoughts.” – Honoka S., ESL student

“It’s really interesting the topics we discuss about them, since we’re in global 
time and class is multicultural so we can see reactions each other and 
different thinking could extend our opinion and make us more flexible to 
address [different] topics” Amal A., ESL student 

“I think this kind of discussion is super useful. It stimulates my curiosity. 
Discussing whether euthanasia was the best choice was very interesting.” 
Yudai H., ESL student

“[Discussing these topics helped me think about how] no one chose to be from 
a poor country, everyone should be equal.” Meznah A., ESL student



More Information
What Would You Do? Is Available at: 

● Alphabet Publishing 

● Amazon.com 

● Barnes & Noble

● Teachers Pay Teachers

● Other online retailers

Follow for More Upcoming Projects:

Alphabet Publishing: Instagram: 

https://www.instagram.com/alphabet.publishing/

Taylor Sapp

Twitter: @TaylorSapp6 

Instagram: Takoyaki524

https://www.instagram.com/alphabet.publishing/
https://www.instagram.com/takoyaki524/
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Additional Materials 
● Stories Without End - Open-Ended Creative Stories 

○ ELTON - Finalist 2nd Edition coming soon with additional 

stories and content. 

○ Teacher’s Guide, 2 Sample Stories (including Choose A 

Path)  and additional supplements available at: 

http://www.alphabetpublishingbooks.com/book/stories-

without-end/

● What Would You Do? And Stories Without End Prompts

○ https://englishprompts.com/

● Stories Without End - SF/Fantasy 

○ Finished and Unfinished Dramas 

● Dramas Without End - Unfinished Dramas 

● Other new projects TBA!

http://www.alphabetpublishingbooks.com/book/stories-without-end/
http://www.alphabetpublishingbooks.com/book/stories-without-end/
https://englishprompts.com/

